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The Hopes of Immigrants

, MAIN IDER _ WHY IT MATTERS NOW ‘ TERMS & NEMES ﬁ
in the mid-1800s, millions of These Germans, Irish, and . emigrant famine
Europeans came to the United States Scandinavians had a strong immigrant prejudice

hoping to build a better life. influence on American culture. +  steerage nativist

push-pull factor

ONE AMERICAN'S STORY
In June 1831, Gjert Hovland (YEHRT HAHVeLiunD) and . A

his family left Norway for America. After a few years, Mol Y TO EMIGRANTS & OTHERS,

2] Hovland wrote to a friend in Norway. 5 100,000 i

%Vea@aemﬁﬁs&m
ok SALE. 3

A VOICE FROM THE PAST

It would greatly please me to learn that all of you
who are in need and have little chance of supporting

means yourselves and your families have decided to leave
help you Norway m:nm. come to America; for, even if many 306 come,
e 19th there will still be room here for all. qr.omm who are willing to
] work will not lack employment or business here. :
8 fates Gjert Hovland, letter to Torjuls Maeland, April 22, 1835 >a<m;_mmw:m_._..a for bond
attracted immigrants,
) . who came to the United
Millions of people like Hovland decided to hecome emigrants, or people States with only what
i | : « 4 could fit in trunks like
who leave a country. Arriving in the United States, they became immigrants,

. . ; y } : the one shown above.
or people who settle in a new country. This section explains how immigrants

enriched the United States with their work and their cultures.

Why People Migrated
Most immigrants endured hardships to come to America. Although some,
like Hovland, brought their families, many immigrant men came alone and

Use your 0 .
take notes ahout
the influence of

suffered loneliness. Nearly all immigrants made the ocean voyage in steer- immigrants.
— age, the cheapest deck on a ship. In steerage, hundreds of people lived T Renren \
jammed together for ten days to a month. Conditions were filthy. Many s

Writons

passengers became ill or died on the journey.
Despite the hard passage, immigrants flocked to the United States o
during the mid-1800s. They came from Britain, Ireland, Germany, v
Scandinavia (Sweden, Denmark, and Norway), and China. Most came
from Europe. What made them come to America? Historians talk about

W
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ReadingHistery In the United States, Scandinavians chose regions that felt familiar.
B. Making Many settled in the Midwest, especially Minnesota and Wisconsin,
m&mwwwﬂmmzw?‘ These states had lakes, forests, and cold winters like their homelands. A
mnomwaz avians high proportion of Scandinavian immigrants became farmers.

moved to places

ot it familiar? - Germans Pursue Economic Opportunity
Like the Scandinavians, many Germans moved to the Midwest. Germans
especially liked Wisconsin because the climate allowed them to grow their
traditional crop of oats. Some moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, because
the Catholic bishop there was German. (In the 1800s, German Christian
immigrants included both Catholics and Protestants.)

Germans also settled in Texas. In New Braunfels, a group of German
nobles bought land and sold it in parcels to German immigrants. The
town had to survive poor harvests and conflicts with Native Americans,
but it eventually prospered. Germans also founded Fredericksburg,
"Texas, which still retains its German culture today. ‘ :

Immigrants from Germany settled in cities as well as on farms or the

; frontier. German artisans opened businesses as bakers, butchers, carpen-
WMQ , ters, printers, shoemakers, and tailors. Many German immigrants

achieved great success. For instance, in 1853 John Jacob Bausch and
Henry Lomb started a firm to make eyeglasses and other lenses. Their
company became the world’s largest lens maker.

lary
skilled
Immigration and Settlement, 1820-1860
e Sources of Immigration, 1820-1860
39% Ireland
31% Germany
. 16% Great Britain
ﬁw.umm.?: 4% The Americas
.- 1% Scandinavia
ng 9% Other
15 Many
wsh fac
-e probr
hich pul Immigration to the United States
EraE Percentage of Immigrants 2000 (by decade)
. in Total Population, 1860 :
which
157 (7 20% or more £ 250
—209 ©
[ 10-20% B 2,000
[ Less than 10% mm
[ No information E5 150
Y 3
03
$E 1,000
b 1 .
E o S h
= ]
mmom : 0 s v ‘..n _...
3 Aw WP_UI< M_A_—.._um—.—:lcmx —3ﬁmﬂmuﬂmn-_n_m gmtm 1821-30 1831-40 1841-50 1851-60
| ~. _mn.m Which states had the highest percentage of immigrants in 18607
S Region Compare the settlement of immigrants in the North and the South. source: Historical Statistics of the United States

What do You know about the South that might account for this difference?
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f
living. Between 1800 and 1830, New York’s population jumpéd from ﬁ,
60,489 to 202,589. St. Louis doubled its population EVEry nine years. ;
Cincinnati grew even faster, doubling every seven years. n
Rapid urban growth brought problems. Not enough housing existed .
for all the newcomers. Greedy landlords profited from the housing
shortage by squeezing large apartment buildings onto small lots. Using
end every inch of space for rooms, these cramped living quarters lacked sun-
surger light and fresh air. Their outdoor toilets overtlowed, spreading discase.
<furter - In such depressing urban neighborhoods, crime flourished.
M_smm.mﬂmm American cities were unprepared to tackle these problems. In fact,
- i before 1845, New York City had no public police force. Until the 1860s,
tam %um.mm:%s:m it had only a volunteer fire department. And in 1857, the rapidly grow-
problems What  ing city had only 138 miles of sewers for 500 miles of streets.
problems were Most immigrant groups set up aid societies to help newcomers from
politicians tying  their country. Many city politicians also offered to assist immigrants in
Hmmmwﬂww MMM exchange for votes. The politicians set up organizationis to help new
immigrants? arrivals find housing and work.
Some native-born Americans feared that immigrants were too foreign to
learn American ways. Others feared that immigrants might come to out-
number natives. As a result, immigrants faced anger and prejudice.
Prejudice is a negative opinion that is not based on facts. For example,
"ERCEP
oy IT0 HSHIF TODRY
ng
ons How L L T B
st L Oﬁ i) ] a
ermem mm D mﬁ@ @ ﬁmuﬁmmmg 1. In a small group, discuss what
or Irish Most immigrants who came to America in the 1800s shared one questions you would ask those
nts to thing: an appreciation for the nation’s values and laws. As a result, seeking to become U.S. citizens.
u“w i many chose to become U.S. citizens. 2. Create a citizenship test using

This trend continues today. In recent decades, more than half a
million Vietnamese have immigrated to the United States. Many
became citizens of their new country. One of them was Lam Ton,
who is a successful restaurant owner in Chicago. Ton viewed U.S.
Citizenship as both a privilege and a duty.
“We have to stick to this country and help
it do better,” he said.

Each year, immigrants from around
the world are sworn in as U.S. citizens
on Citizenship Day, September 17. But
first they must pass a test on English,
the U S, political system, and the
nghts and duties of citizenship.

H_._w young immigrant proudly holds
P his certificate of citizenship.

your questions.

3. Have another group take the
test and record their scores.

4. Use the McDougal Littell
Internet site to link to the
actual U.5. citizenship test.
Compare it to your test.

ﬂ.\ See Citizenship
Handbook, page 281.

For more about becoming a U.S. citizen . . .
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